1 . Phonology 

The phonological information given below is based on the speech of Adam Yusuf 
Adam who was my main informant. He is a speaker of the orti dialect of Midob. 

1.1. The consonants 

The consonant system of Midob is as follows: 

p t k unvoiced plosive 

b d g voiced plosive 

f s sh h unvoiced fricative 

j voiced fricative 

(Ih) c unvoiced lateral/palatal 

m n ny ng nasal 

1/r liquid 

w y semivocallc 



1.3. Vowels 

Midob has 6 vowels that can appear either long or short: 



1 




u 


n 




uu 


e 


3 

a 





ee 


33 

aa 


00 



1.4. Diphthongs 

The following diphthongs have been observed in Midob: 



/ey/: hey! (call to get attention) 

/ey/: ay 'V 

/ay/: tbrngiywci 'let us enter' kubbiy (ar) 'glass' 

/uy/: arbuyh^m 'I have recoverd' 

In Arabic loans: 

/aw/: shiwka (ar) 'net' 



2.2. Lexical and grammatical tones 

The tone of a given syllable is determined either lexically or grammatically. 
Lexical tones are unalterable, such as e.g. na 'you' (sgl obj) and na 'him, 
her\ Each syllable of a lexeme bears its specific tone. All combinations of 
High and Low tones are theoretically possible in a lexeme: 



L: 


tea 


'stomach' 


LL: 


33d i 


'knife' 


LLL: 


engddi 


'herder, shepherd' 


LLLL: 


t^ng^s^hem 


'to knead' 


LLLLL: 


s^kk^r^passi 


'everything' 


LH: 


33d 1 


'bone' 


LLH: 


6ng6s^ 


'sweet' 


LLLH: 


p^tt^r^edf 


'thief 


LLLLLH: 


s^kk^r^p^ssiti 


'everything' (pi) 


LLHH: 


kianyfeniccir 


'always' 


LHH: 


k6kidi 


'cough' 


LHL: 


kdmmihem 


'to stop' 


LLHL: 


sakkiccihum 


'it smelled' 




kukku1icc6 


'round' 


LHLL: 


taalanglhem 


'to set a trap' 


LHLHL:: 


^d^ekind6oh^m 


'I sold' 


H: 


fin 


'you' 


HH: 


k^ndir 


'on top' 


HHH: 


sungundi 


'nail' 


HHHH: 


fligidf 


'women's trill of joy' 


HHHHH: 


sh^UUUU 


(ideophone: bang!) 



HL: 


s6otk 


'well' (adverb) 




shivtkh 


'net' 


HHL: 


kdrkirhem 


'to Indicate' 




taamidd 


{place name) 


HLL: 


kaany^rhem 


'to yawn' 




tdot^re 


'dance place' 


HLLL: 


s6s6dah§m 


'to take a walk' 


HLH: 


k^ebadi 


'Zaghawa' 


HLHL: 


kuud^kuwa 


'I hurt' 



Most syllables thus bear their unalterable lexical tone. A number of morphemes 
effecting grammatical differentiation, however, are tonally neutral. Their tone 
depends on the overall tonal pattern of the lexeme of which they are part. 
Prominent amongst these are the personal endings of the verb (cf. 6.6.), the 
plural marker -ti (cf. p5or 'friend' pi poorti with t^rtf 'shoe' pi tartiti) and 
some predicative morphemes. 
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